Chapter XV
IN THE VALLEY OF DU'AN

And thy Lori inspired the bee, " Take to houses in the mountains, and in the trees,
and in the hives men build.

Tkn eat from every fruit, and walk in the beaten paths of thy Lord; there
cometh forth from her body a draught varying in huet in which is a cure for men;
verily, in that are signs unto a people who reflect"                               QURAN.
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Praeterea regem non sic Aegyptos et ingens
Lydia nicpopuli Parthorum ant Mtdus Hydaspes
Observant.

AT the murabba a of Ba Khabar we were met by a party from Du'an,
headed by Sa'id bin 'Awadh bin 'Umar Ba Surra, who had come to welcome
us. After a short talk we rode on and soon saw the first signs of Du'an,
the white pillars which mark the boundaries within which the beduin may
not raid each other. For more than an hour after we had met our hosts we
went forward through the same monotonous scenery and never another
sign of settled life. Poor Sa'id was not well and his flute was silent He
did not complain or ask for anything, but I saw that sometimes he ran ahead .
and lay down like a sick animal huddled up in his cloth in the scant shade
of some thorn bush. Unwillingly he accepted a lift for a short while, but
was soon on his feet again. Then quite Suddenly the opposite wall of the
Wadi Du'an came into view, a tremendous abyss -opening almost at our
feet. Dismounting, we began the long climb down the pass, called 'Aqabat
al ffibil, which takes an hour and a half. On a ledge we got our first view
of the valley. Nine hundred feet below the perpendicular clifis ran a
river of dark green date palms mingled with the lighter green of the 'db
trees and the cultivation. At first we saw no houses ; then out of the pale
brown, sandy clifis appeared great castles, so harmonizing with their back-
ground as to be invisible at first sight, huddling at the foot of the opposite
cliff as though they wanted to climb the wall. Several towns lay Wow
tis, 'Ar Rashid, Khoreiba and 'Aura, their high buildings like fantastic
fairy-book palaces raised' pile on pile.
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